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first been refused by France and England. Hence
it resulted that the regents and the people never
were agreed concerning the limitation of their
rights and reciprocal duties. The regents have
necessarily laboured to render themselves indepen-
dent of the people; and the people, supposing
themselves absolute, since they never consigned
over the sovereignty to the regents, nor have had
any interest to support them, have on all critical
occasions counteracted their attempts. This was
the origin of the Stadtholder party, and of that
fluctuation which has happened between the
despotic will of an individual, the perfidious ter-
giversations of the wavering, the feeble aristo-
cratical colleges, and the impetuosity of an
enraged populace. Should ever a link of union
exist between the citizens and the regents, the
despotism of the Stadtholder and the caprices of
the oligarchy will have an end ; but, while no
such union does exist, while the mode in which
the people influence the government remains un-
determined, so long must the system of France
remain insecure.

Preserve the confederate constitution, between
VOL. ii                                                      17f   erecting   a
